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"democracy" 

happen tuere? 
beliefs. 
class tneory". 


workers 

the Bolsnevik party 
revolution was to "patiently 
to tue workers -not Lo eneineer 


felt the purpose of 


hefore tne 
exdlain" 

a coup de itat. 
to be convinced in words and action 
tue validity of socialism - ‘democratic 
workers control of industry * government 
aimed toward communism (Marx's communism- 
not Stalin's), stalin - not Lenin repre- 
sented tne tendency of dictatorial elite 
rule wnich nas now resulted in new class 
of rulers. During tue tine of workers 
control, real advances were made in terms 
of numan freedom and of course regl dem- 
ocratic vower (not false democracy like 
our bourgeoise uemocracy. ) 
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Anotucr point=- you believe tnat tne state 
will die immediately after tne revolution 
- not wnituer away. circumstance in nis 
tory snow tnat capitalists just do not 
zive up. - look. at~- russia 1917 Sogin 
1930's etc. - defense of tne revolution 
is necessary ana tnis necessitates organe, 


ized bodjes of armed men wnder democratic, 


control 4n tnis case) wnicn according to 
warx is tue essence of tne state. At first 
wits production so poorly organized ae 


form of controlled distribution system: 
will be necessary - money» labor credi 
wnatever. Tnis will be abolisned asi‘soo 


aS possible, wnen production*i1s ration¥# 
ally organized. Marx himself talked of 
2 steges of communism, tne lower stage 
(sften call2d socialism) with democratic 


de felt tne workers nad. 


..eAS far as "democratic" countries 
come to power by election. 
countries--Russia, 
and tnen elect 

Tne re 
You attack Lenin for his "vanguard of tue 
Yet waen 
as in France - you refect tnis as not 
were not 


a 
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you feel socialism wil] 
Waat about the state - caoitalist 

Will tney eventually develop 
socialism? If not now will it 
be some contradictions in your 
working 
the working class moves on its gun 
socialist because tue 
Lenin | 


enina etc, 


seem to 


sufficiently educated in socialism. 
dictatorship of the proletariat whic 


wujtner's avay as tne capitalists are fin- 
ally defeated and a higher staze of com: 


unism vhere the state is sone and "fpr 
each according to nis ability to eam 
accordine to his needs" will reign, ke 
are all fearful that a revolution nignt 


turn out like Russia but this shouldn't 
abendon any socialist state nowever den- 
ocratic and transitory. Tne nussian der- 
olution failed becauso -it wae --attacked 
from tne outside and didn't spread wala 
would nave given it tne industrial sp- 
ort it needed - not’ because of bad lea: 
ders with bad ideas (tuat would be an 
idealist theory - not a_ materialist 
tneory). 


Another basic disacreement I have is your 
lack of an transitional program, sstorcs 
are Tf Liand o ee bad because 
tney are Qo ~Qp ae -poiit is how do 
tight fp r frefagm i Cu that comme 
unists We ies | n7s as min- 
imum waces, maximum nour 7 etc. -wuat- 
aaa woulda improve the lot of tne workers. 


arate: tgsgQRewefor 1l7ger waxes 
tn Brefoen o Dee Et ‘2m -. lav? 

es ke “ye figat #1 kag. If ve 
ted nt ep SF ti Ft tarce- 
in*in“tne streeee” y “using their 


= Eee power snort of armed force - tae 
rignt to strike we are teaciuing then to 
We are teaching thet 
continued on page 4 


vet wnat tucy want. 


A_Si#Al FOR CHINA AT THS BARGAINING TABLE 


After year unseccessful attempts the motion to nrovide onina witn a U.il. seat Oas 
finally succeeded. 


ine move is largely regarded as a signal defeat for tne U.S. not hecause of China's 
ginission, lor tic United States also favoured vnina's aamission, but because of 


falwon's ej2ction. 


ine popular concept ior tne "Western" world xeeping of Unina out of tne U.N. was tnat 


restoa on tuc distasteful notion tnat Cnina was a Communist country witn all tae 
People wi. put Yrortn 


Plo 
‘yrannic trapings that are usvelly associated with sucu a s;stem, 
tnais notion must be nard oressed to explain tue United States supnort of countries 

such as Spain wuicn alt.iougn taey aave a different label tne dictatorial content is 
Uchetm> me. Nor nas an explaination so far been fortncomine taat woula give tne 
reasons “wGy so much overwnelming support ror vnaina's entry into tue U.N. Has cnins 
suddeniy developed a new system? Are tne terrible evils orf yesterday no lonzer evils? 
io arrive et suca a riaiculous position snould demonstrate tne folly of analyzing ‘rom 
tie mere surface level of labels witoout understanding wnat is actually benind tose 
lahels. Waat i1e3 given rise to a general cnanco of attitude toward China can now- 


ever be understood if one looks at past events and circumstances leading wm to tne 
present. 


Prior to 1949 tne economy of vnina was larecly based on arriculture witn tue peasants 
mostly working on a basis o* land tenure. In otner words tna society was larrely 
feudel or seni-feudal witi very little industrial production. Altuoumi tae country 
was economicail:s voor it must net be tnongiut tiat Uaina is lacking in resources. To 
tue enntrary tue mineral resources of lhina are enormous. Joal and iron deposits are 
avundant olten in close proximity with one another. Tne iron deposits near Hankow 

are among tne ricuest in tue vorld. Tin ore is abundant in Yunnan and even before the 
revolution snina ranked rirst in world output of tungston, second in antimony. Oil 

1s also abundant and ner rivers are a great nydro potential. 


Of course tue Leudal relationsuip was an intolerable barrior for tne fll realization 
of wine's industrial potential anc wnen tue United States upon tiring of tne double 
dealing of Gaiang Kai-suek, and ceased giving aid it was tne opportunity for tac 

t quonintane ana in 1949 tuecy drove nai-skek's forces from tue mainland ard entrencied 
tuenmselves in power. Altuougn tue huomintang are rererred to by tnerselves and otaers 
as ““ormunists" Tueir objectives snould nav> been quite clear. Tae "Common Program" 
spelled out tuc objectives o1 tne "Peoples Government" -- opposition to "imperialisn, 
feudciism, and bureaucratic capitalism"; abolisament of "all prerogatives of inne rial - 
ist countries in Jaina"; contiscation of bureaucratic capital for ownersnin by tue 
People's State"; transformation of "tne feudal and semi-zeudal land ownersnin into a 
syster. of peasant lana ownersuip"™; and transformation of "tae country from an agri- 
cultural into an industrial country." (Funk & Wagnalls) Wnat was occuring was wnat | 
dad aiready occurred in most countries -- Shina was naving ner industrial revolution 
"- a csanse from reudalism to capitalism and would be patterning .erself clong tue 
lines of Russian state capitalism. It sould be o>dvious tuat in specifying tae con- 
‘izcation of "bureaucr.tic capital" it can only be concluded tiat t..ere were t3ves 
of cenital tuat vere not to be confiscated and indeed reports nave since come from 
wwina about capitalists who aav2 tnecir dividends guaranteed by tue state. Of course 
peasant land ownersnip nas nothing wiatever to do vita Gommunism/Socialisn. It is 
not even vompatible wita modern capitalism but it vas a concession taat vas necessary 
fo retain tue suppert of tucir peasant base strengta but it 13 someting tre rulers 


Vill eventually aave to attend to. 
continued on raze £ 
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A Seat For Jnina - continued 


Now tue situation of U.f. non-recognition etc. arrives and tne question of wnat it 
really meant. It should be clear tnat the U.S. ruling class don't give a damn about 
tne atrocities against people. Indeed tney havo had their nand in a few themselves, 
And tnaeir sources of information snould have been adequate tnat they would know tnat 
contrary to tne crap tney fed their own working class there was no real tureat to 
world capitalism. dad tnucre been toey could have been expected to fignt a lot narder 
taan tuey did. 


Ine real situation was tnis: U.S. capitalism was quite happy, with a semi-feudal 
agriculturally based Unina - a source of raw materials and somewnat of a market for 
American industrial commodities. But wnat wo.ld an industrially developed Cnina 
mean? All taat mineral wealtn combined witn a nugn working class tuat have long 
been used to miserable conditions represents a lot of cneap commodities competing with 
U.S. cupitalism for tue world market. Tnat tnis was tne issue and not tne ideolozical 
front tuat is usually put up is amply demonstrated by tne fact that Russia, wno has 
tne same state capitalist s.stem, soon nad her guns facing tie Cninese border. So 
wuat tais non-recognition business really meant in straigat forward canitalist terms 
was -- We know tu.at if caina develops capitalist industries sne will be competing ) 
witn us on tue world market so we are not going to sell her tne motors and equipment 
to neip ner go into business against us. 


So if tais analysis is valid way is Snina now being invited to tue world business 
counter -- tne Y.N.? Well two innelling facts nave come into existence. First 
vnina aid find countries wno would do business witn ner and it is becoming increas- 
ingly clear tnat tie U.S. stand is having little effect on China's marcn into capital- 
ist production. Seccnd tue situation in tne world nas given rise to a elut of unsold 
commocities in tne world. Cenitalism's impelling drive to sell-=sell-sell nad forced 
first a trickle, tren a rusa, now a stampede of canitalist countries eaver to make 
sales to toeir new exoloiting brother. 


Socialists cannot get very excited about China's inevitable seating at tne world 
council of capitalism. It is nevertuieless interesting in tnat future events should 
accellerate Capitalism's development tnere and give rise to its inevitable crisis 
wnich should provoke tne workine class into the political action necessary for cap- 
italisn's overtarow and genuine Socialism's initiation. 


Larry Tickner ' Victoria ‘ 


SOAPBOX (continued) 


that bourgeoisc democracy does not work and they must push and tnreatcn to be suce- 
essful. Consciousness does not develop in a vacuum (except ror a few peoplo to 
mainly intellectuals). People 7o by stages toward socialism as tneir struggle increase. 
Your approacn to convincing people seems unrealistic. How do people go irom obedient 
workers to socialists able to democratically control tneir own destiny by a single 
vote? Iney aon't. People cevelop tue ability to be democratic directors of tueir own 
destiny by staves - as tney struggle for cuanges, create tueir own action organizations 
etc. Pcoplo today are not reaay for socialism for 2 reasohs.’ Because tney don't be- 
lieve in it but also because tacy are not ready for tne self-determination it gives ; 
tuem. Ii by macic socialism arrived it would be taken over by an elite because people 
toduy are not ready for democracy. Tney rise to develop this readiness tarouga strm- 
ggle azainst capitalism, You only attack one side of this »sroblem waich is ideas. 


Also object to your One Party tneory. Tais is tne same tneory the Stalinists nave 
continued on page 10 


ANOTHER FALSE FACE OF MARX 


faa mastnead of tne Trotskyite "International Press" says it "snecializes in pol- 
itical analys.i nd interpretation of events of particular interest to labor, soc- 
iglist, colonial independence, Black and women's liberation movements." 

Tne inclusion of tne word "Socialist" alone witn protest groups waich are striving 


' to ret a questionable equal lity and freedom witain tne warés-prices-profit system is 
nt varxist, despite tne journal's claim tnat its editorial opinion "expresses tne 
revolutionary viewp oint Marxism." It follows tnat since non-Socialist protest 
erouns are pertins to tnem, tacir concept of Socialism algo leaves capitalism 
wntouched . 


By Sccislism t yp mean refor to capitalism after tae manner of tne utopians wno 
vere criticizea by ‘‘arx and Encels in tne preface of tneir Communist Manifesto "... 
voo, by all ma ners of tinkerin 7, professed to reo naa witaout any dan-er to cap- 
ital and orofit, all sort f social erievances.. 
gis se O the pnraseolocy, without tne substance of Marxism is oractised 
m, millions of sincere -nd otners of seeminely not 30 sincere but religious crusaders 
seainst tne mere effects 91 commercial society. 


Ine Trotskyite section, alonz witn tue otners, sees Socialist society as just a var- 


{ation in tne administration of capitalisn. Taey do not comprenemd tne existinz 
divisicn os society into classes of owners and non-owners of tne means of life, and 
tue necessity or an autnoritarian institution sucn as tne state to co-ordinate tne 


intercsts 01 tne dominant class. They are sblivious to tne sunction cr tne wares 
system lor maintaining tne subject class as a continuing source of orofit to tne 
masters of societ:;’. Tumis non-workinz class consciousness oi tne Trotskyites finds 
taen in most cases loyal to tue national capital tnat reigns witain tne geo-polit- 
icel borders in wuica tucy uappen to be exploitea ready at any tine, figuratively 
seeking, to snap tneir neels tozotner, salute toe military representatives of tae 
local bosses anu marcu off to war to protect woat tney think ig tneir stake in "our" 
coutry. Toney prefer to ignore tne bit of elementary Marxism taat saows tnat tne 
vorkers mave no country. 


It is not surprising tnat tne Trotskyites tnoougut Alexander Dubcek was a Sociaiist, 
instead of a western style liberal, or tuat tne Bolsneviks had been building Soc- 
lalism-Communism in Russia over the years, instead of State Capitalism. 


POWDERED MILK AID OV2RALS FOR IHE CHILDREN 


Anotuer example o- sucn political unconsciousness is tne Trotskyite view of Salvatore | 
Mlendes' zovernnent of Cnile. ‘Mney admired Allendes' policy of "freezing prices, | 
faising wares, subsidising public service rates at low levels and giving nowdered 
allk, snoes and overals to children." '* 


Tae point nere is tnaat state cnarity to nelp the most efficiently :leeced of tne 
sueep nas beon a policy favored by capital elsewnere for a long time, if not in Gaile. 
Incapacited vorkers are useless as producers of profit. 


48 far as tue antics of the Trotskyites are concerned, Marx and Engels mirat as well 
wavo used treir time on some pursuit otner tnan enalizing capitalism and attenpting 
to explain it to tne world's workers. 


Taere 13 no way, inside of scientific understanding 01 capitalist econorics, of tnink= 
continued on pvage 4 


arx - continued 


ine tuat nationalization of industry can nelp ybody except some sections of tne own- 
class by way of reapine tie interest on state bonds or by protecting that class 
; yinst tne devredations of others tuelr kind in certain key industries 
vi to tue interest of national capital, in tiis world-wide, class don- | 
siety. Some of tue ricnest men on eartn looted the labor of tne useful sec- 


on of society, at least partly tnrouegn governnent run business agencies. 


Since tne ricn owners of unile, local and foreien, tnuat Allende is allegedly tne en- 


*y accor Irotskyites), aave financial access to all tne cnampaigne 
icit desire, alonz witu country nomes, cadillac3, and frecdom to work or not to 
xk, Witcin a wioe r or activities, Allende did not fina it necessary to bribe 
tn offers of powdered tiik and sverals. And since nis political gyrations may 
re . in financial trade of some business institutions from U.S. capitalist owner- 


wip to vullean capitalist ownership, witn tue former owners as affluent as ever, there 
is no point in offering overzls to the rich. Only to tne people wno are deluded into 
votine tor tnem, and producing ricnes for them. 


jot ianc:es for tre kids at school might be tre next one in the bosses’ bag of tricks ; 
to nelp keep tne poor tninking tiat at least some politicians are sut to nelp then. 


Allende, lixe all popular (for a time) administrators of tne system, nas no choice but 
to be a aumble servant of tnose in control, tne owners of tue means of production and 


distributicn. ‘ue sistem riaes on the delusions of tne working public. ‘Ine world's 
workers do not need to have tneir confusion added to by Trotskyites under tne suize 
(’ Merxism. J.G. 


SSE 


MARTOV LOOKS AT THE NEWS 


It is commonly neid view of tae so-called "Leftists" taat tne Communist block coun- 
tries are "Worxers' States". However, it does not explain suca events as tne Dec- 

enber (1970) Srisis of Poland. Some nave called tue crisis a revolution against tae 
Polisn government waile otuers say it was an attempt to re-establisn "Caszitalism", 

In tue AFL-CIO Free Trade Union News of April, 1971 tne list of demands of the Po- 

lisa strixers was translated ana printed. Tuis docunent was prepared by the strike 
committee of tne Warski Snipyard and tne Repair Sninyard in Szczecin and was widely 
circulated among tne people. It is reprinted below in full. 


"Data DO OF TdE WORKERS OF THE WARSnI SHIPYARD AND THE SZOZECIN REPAIR SHIPYARD 
"We suinyard workers separate ourselves from all political and anti-state demands, 
our demands being founded only on economic erourds. 

"Tue suiovyard workers supvort witn solidarity tie workers on tne entire coast, back 
tueir correct semands, and begin a sit-doun strike witn tne followine demands: 

"). We demand tiie resignation of tae present Central Trade Union Council, waica 
never defends tne interests of tiie working class. 

"2. We denand independent trade unions wnica will stand uv for and support tne 
workine class. 


ie We aemand a reduction of prices of foodstuffs to the level prior to December 12, 
FQ. 

"4. We demand a wage increase of 39 percent. 

"5. We demand normal pay during tue strike period. 

"&, We aemand tnet all losses waicn workers nave incurred as a result of tne strike 
be reimbursed, and particularly tnat provision be made for all families wio had men- 
cers killed or injured in tue disturbances. 


Markov At tue New - (continued) 
“Tage? t racers wio were arrested as a result of tne disturbances be 
freed ¢ tuat rj ction be taken acainst taen. 
"3. We demana t.uat al. bers of tue Strike Committee anid strixers not suffer any 
secel or reor 4 
tame des interference from nilitary forces on work installations and vill 
t cermit tae military lower and damage tneir nonor by dressing police in mili- 
tary uniforms. 
— ini tuc aecree of December 17, 1970 regarding use of weapons. 

| ‘ll. We demand unreserved punisament of all taose guilty of massacring workers figst- | 
inc for tuoir basic ricuts, and we will not permit defenseless workers to be snot. 
"2, We de . tiat all taose responsible for tne economic crisis of our country be | 
isu nout regard to tacir position in tae varty or covernnent. 
eos sno t rxers not be called nooligans in tne press, radio anu TV am 
aoe e called us by tnat name be strictly punisned. 
has Jenand ta. ries ol party ana government members be limited and ~ade 
wscarable to rare laries in industry. 
"15. We demand tuat price or meals in police and party canteens be as aicn as 

a. suoula be in accord.nce witn prices in etfect tomugnout tue country. 
"16. decamu creation of appropriate conditions for housing construction and a 


srrect distribution 92 .iousing - witu no regara to or privileges for certain social 
srmoics. 

"17, We demand tiat t.e administrative anparatus be reduced to a reasonable level. 
"lg. We demand tuat tie telepuone blockade of Szczecin be lifted. 

"19. We demana to receive on radio, TV and press vcernanent and correct information 
om tue country's economic ana political situation. 

"20. de demand t..at tne Sejm nenders from Szczecin voivodsuip led by General Jar- 
yzeiski come to see us in order to take care of sour correct and basic demands. 

"21, Woen our demands are met, anda made known by tue appropriate autnorities on 


radio, 1V, ana press, we vill taxe up work azain. 
. After suru ds ila eacn met, we wiil correctly and aonestly go bask to work." 


Polisa December crisis wes a strike for =oderate reform. It is «unfortunate 
t tue Polisu trade ‘Inions uid not need tne advise of K. Marx wno wote: 
“rade Uniors work well as centcrs of resistance azainst tue encroacoments of capital. 
ey fail partially fror an injudaicious use of tazir power. ‘They fail generally from 
@ilniting tucmselves to a guerilla war against tue effects or tue existing system, in- 
itead of sinultancously tryine to cuanse it, instead of using taeir organized forces 
aacver for tnc final emancipation of the working class, taat is to sav, tue ul- 


tinate abolition of tuo wages system. (Value, Price ani Profit P. 127, charles H. 
err edition) 


rY 


ater tue aunsacian wtevolution of 195%, tue government introcuced an economic reforn | 
sled “ice lew Economic Mecuanism" waica introduced tae princisle of iniividual 


-inanciel interest. ais uas led to an interestinz development. ‘Tne Social Review, : 
tue vemmunist Party's ideolocical paper for October 1970 wrote: 
"As gas been alreauy mentioned, tue reform nas establisned a favorable basis for | 


sidazentelly positive moral attitudes. At tae sane tine one can experience more 

signs of selrisiuness, monecy-grabbing, tue misuse of confidence and of power, as in 

te past. We disregard tio onenomena originated by tne personality cult of tae Fif- 

tles because we nave overcore taen tortunately, and tuerefore tacy cannot be objects 

af comarison. In our case we can only taxe into consideration pnenomena raking 

very Mones man indignant. ‘Tuese puenomena nave gained an increased niace...we 

“Switness tue spreauino of curonicsally worsened relations...of bad qualities. 

‘It cannot be really assumed tuat tuose party bodies ~aicn tolerate anong taei> aenbers 
continued on vage 8 


Markov Lt at toe News ° (CO ntinued ) 


anti-soci attitudes, money-grabbing, tne increasing of incomes witnout doing work, 
the misuse of power and actions violating tne law, could successfully overcome these 
enomena in tneir own territory. However, such phenomena nave occurred unfortunately 


re ore in recent times...even anone party members. 
"At a t: men accumulation uas nad the higuest priority of society, asceticism snould 
nave been to st important virtue, tne demand to give up the consumption of foods 
cn aave t been avails inynow. After mastering tnis situation individuals and 
even narty members nave become greedy and want to rake up as rapidly as possible for 
everytuing wnicn nas Seen missed, and tnis endeavor is carried out if needed by un- 


i immoral means." (quoted in tue AFL-CIO Free Trade Union News, Aucust 1971) 


It seen ke so-called free enterprise canitalism is replacing state canitalisa - 
t least in etnics, 


In tue German Democratic Republic tnere are about 3,500 privately owned enterprises 


witn between 10 and 70 employees and about 5,000 firms which are owned by tne State 


orivate ownersnip in partnersnip. An example of tne latter is a glue factory in ) 
Berlin. It employs 50 people and its turnover is 4.5 million marks wuicn will be 
expanded to 10 million marks by 1975. Tne State'a partner is Ilerr Arnes wiio as man- 
zing director reveives a salary ejuivalent to ‘mat ne vould earn in a State-owned 
enterori lu nme-nalf of tne annual profit. On tnis srofit ne days a 9 percent 
income tax. Private owners also pay al per cent annual canital levy on the value of 
tacir assets over 20,000 marks. 


Since tne source and price of raw materials is predetermined as is tne selling price 
of a .irm's commouities, the only way to increase profits is by increasinz produc- 
tivity l.e. by increasing tae amount of exploitation of tne workers. To acnieve tais 
worxers are given bonuses if tne productivity target has been achieved. In one co- 
operative in Potsdam tuere is a competition fund out of whicn are made payments to 
individuals tor tne aculevement of nizh quality of productivity. "It was blandly 
explained to ne: 'We call tiis tne Socialist competition principle.' "wrote Britisa 
M.P. David Steel in tne Weekly Guardian of Deo. 19, 1970. 


Ine "Socialist" Competition principle exists in tne Soviet Union. ‘Tne Weekly Guard- 
jan of Oct. 2, 13771 printea an article by Gerald Segal entitled "Tempting tne Soviet 
worxer to work." As a result of tne ninth Five-Year-Plan (1771-1975) directives - en- 
visazing an increase of between 37 and 40 percent in national income of wnich 80 to ; 
85 percent is to be d2-ived from increased labour productivity, an undated decree 

of tne Comnunist Party Central Committee for tne improvement of "Socialist" competit- 
ion was printed in all tae main Soviet newsnaver. Tae key paragranpns of (tir. Segal's 
article are reproduced below: 


"In response to tue cnallenze o1 market socialism wnich was rig.utly judged to be a 
tureat to its leading role in society, tne Soviet Communist Party nas asserted direct 
control over manazement at all levels and is making widespread use of party-led 'soc- 
falisat competiticns' to raise production and productivity tnrougaout tne economy. 


"A recent leading article in 'Pravda' after declaring’ tnat tie snook workers are 
wortny examples tor imitation and a stimulus to creativity, said: 'Tne boli use of 
tne traditions or tne factory collective, support for initiatives, publicity, and 
strict objectivity in interpreting tne distribution of bonuses, livinz accommodation, 
vicits to sanatoria and resorts - all tuis in tne most direct way expresses itself on 
tae mood of people and tneir vork,' 


"In otuer words as, in tue crudest caricatures of tne nineteentn century capitalist 


tld, tu ‘ial vealta is sucn a striggle, particularly 
sero there 1K9, tne strongest are Likaly to come out on top. 


| "In fact, 1 » a rydi eriment notwitastaniing, tie 
Soviet workl is dragging its feet, aided apparently by manavwenent 
| tuc par 4 decree cr ny that tue seal labour contri- 
| tion | ; essed wi on it <x to disbursing tue mat- 
etlal incent: etition i: | eliverate.y aisused by tre 
rty [dd sit. » otate planners for a low 
| tition to overfulfill treereby earning 


incentives - productivity pro- 
cadi: to tne aborted reform. Tne aecree 
ialist nnpetition metiuodsy waicn can aard- 


iv 
i ¥ 
oJ 
é 


Presumabiy, ir. vi tic que nce s tae market socialisn solution 
woen it wa 7 at c a, 6 nardly expect tue Soviets to 
return to tu 1 Ome - It is peraaps more pertinent 
to t t detente med at increasing trade and 
tecunologic e ltimate purmose being to give tae econ- 
any tae pro ? it nec wnoica tne Five-Year Plan calls for." 


speculat 


Marx in Volt san | t two peculiar traits nark canitalist 
moduction. Fi t 1 determining cnaracter of capitalist pro- 
juct is tiuat 7 Inerefore, wage labour is tne typical cnaracter 
of lador. Se ; urplus-value is tne direct aim and determin- 
ing incentive | conditions exist in all countries of tne world includ- 
ing tue sc called , Snecl3, in Socialism: Ntopicn and Scientific, 
stated tnat tuc ; BE ltinately undertake the direction of sroduction. In 


"Sut tne tr: ition, tuer into joint-stock co: manics and trusts, or into state 
ownersoip, d t away witu tuc capitalistic nature of tuo productive torces. 

In tue joint-stock < nd trusts tals is bourgeois society taxcs on in order 

© suprort tue external itions of tuc capitalist mode of production arainst tne 
ercroacaments, well of tne workers as of individual capitalists. ‘Ine modern state, 
fmatter wuat it is essentially a capitalist macnine, tne state of tne vap- 
italists, tue ideal personification of tie total nationai capital. Tne mre it pro- 
weds to tue taking over of productive forces, tiie more does it actually becove tue 
tional capitalist, tue more citizens does it exnloit. Ice workers renain waze 
Voreers - proletarians. ‘Jae capitalist relation is not done avay witu. It is ratner 
ougut to a uead. But, brouout to a nead, it topnles over. State ownersnip of tine 
efoductive forces is not tue solution of tue conflict, but concealed wituin it are P 
tue tecanical conditions tnat form tue elements of tuiat solution. (P. 39& 40, 
lntesnational Publisners edition) 


SCAPBOX Reply - (concluded) 


2 blaming everytuinz except tne workers' class unconsciousness, for toe ills of to- 

Cay. (See "Class Conscious Majority", Western Socialist ‘lo. 3/70). Space linitations 

do not permit full reply to all the unsubstantiated allegations. Suffice to say some 
‘antrary evidence is provided in our Declaration of Principles ana present and past 
érticles in this paper. Likewise tna reason tue otuer so-called Socialist Parties are 

=i united witn tiie Socialist Party of Canada is becase tueir objective is not Socialisn, 


SOAPBOX - (continued) 


(tnouza I «nx 're ve ti-Stalinist ) nists don't suave. enin believed 
4 . for t @ revoluiion. As you state 
rr irti 7Q7): ‘ct C = j < lete classes. 

is tHicn si Mt tue pro t Mave o t. rty? i cory is tne jus- 

icatic repression in every = Pcar it country now. Besiaes I believe 
anz ary party tne true party is cotiu arrogant and pr2-matuce. Tuere are probably 

) of "truce revolutisnar: eties" from tne SLP to you to tac Communist party. 

Als just con. - People feel that if tuere are so many true parties, tow 
can ‘ney decide tue rignt ome, Way not b2 one croup tnat is buildine for socialisn? 
Al wi I cisacre> wiia you I ieve vou are derinitely a party of tne Socialist 

[. wey cant kage >, I resent being told tnat because I 
: long to ir part t..1 coarit trv cic t. 

I don't crow for sur Pole Women's Lib., Blick Liberation etc. From wiat 
I gatuered yo: tcem as unnecessary and false directions for veople to take. I 

lieve taat peo; Pesponu zirst to t.uielr snecial oppression and tnen go on to »roader 
pproacces sd l. anu otucr similar movements are necessary d good. Witnin tuen 
ol esurse we must constently raise te necessity of socialism as a final cure for toese ¥ 
Oprressions. 
A final 4uestion - Wat is your relationsaip to tne U.S. Socialist Labor Party? 


I wisn you luck in vonvincins veople for ta2 wortn of socialsin. 
FULCRUM reader, 


aePLY 

Our correspondent speaks of two stazes of Communisnm-Socialisn, a lower and a hizgner. 
And ae says correctly taat ‘iarx nimself talked of tuese two staves. "Tne lower stace, 
(often called Cocialism)"..(sut not by Marx, tne terms Socialism-vommunisnm vere in- 
tercnanczable to nim). Our correspondent gives two reasons for two stages - (1) to 
ormanise production and "sone tor of controlled distribution...money labor credits, 
wuatever," (2) to defect tae canitalists and eet rid of tuc stste. Marx's basic reae 
son for labor voucaers (in .is critique of tac Got.a Program) re nis lower star of 
mmminis=, was for tue purvose of aelning to enlarce tac neans of »roduction to enadrle 
free distribition for all, in tae event tiat tne workers aciiieved cower at taat tin. 
Tac needed exmansion of tse world productive apparatus aas lonz since passed tn2 point 
of ability; to serve all, waile tue system is still aansine sround. Tais lower stax 


is no loncer necessary. 


Waile tne denorned capitalist clas3 will nave to be kept at arm's lengtn while tue en- 
lic..tened and controlling majority establisues Socialism, no lenet.y transition perioa 


will be necessary. 


Once tae workers nave won tue election, taat 13 control tne state for Socialism, tae 
struggle azainst tne canitalist class is virtually over. (See tne Western Socialist, 
No. 4/71, "Srasuing Canitalisn;" No. 3/71, “Anatomy of aevolution;" No. 1/71, “Our 
position on Violenve"; !lb. 5/70, "Is Violence Necessary?"; etc. Also W.S. No 4/49 
"iaree Anti-Sociaiist Jloncents". 


inere may be sone reformers wao are "fearful tuat a revolution mignt turn out like 

dussla but tis suouldn't cause us to abandon any Socialist state nowever democratic 
and transitory." Their fears can be justified if tney rezard "Socialist" states as 
being on tue road to Socialism, because this contradiction of terms resides only in 
t..e name. In reality tuey are tae only kind of state possible tnese days -- capitalist 
stetcs. And capitalism wituout civil riguts is always possible given tue system itsel!. 


li 
SaPBOA Reply - (cc nu 


issian revolution dik fail -- it succeeded. Its broad support cane from 
jiliterate pes ts wuo dr od os sucn limited anda capitalist objectives as »read 
qnd land. ad Cc tails r Lion from feudalism to capitalisn snread outside 
tissia to areas waicn Lads route a acunared years earlier? 
cur frien cx pport ulm on reforms, Dut again, it is different stazes of 
capitalism tuat ne at 1 we placing under nis investizatory microscope. Marx was 
interested in seeing tuc development of tue carly and backward capitalise of ois day, 
snwing that taere could no Socialism witnout a working clas3 to vet it first. And 
tere Coula be no develone orkinz class witnout capitalisn, (just as tneze was none 
in dussia of hs : =pl interested in tne revolutionary activity of 


emlaining capit alis a. Is it reasable to tnink tnat if ae were around in today's 
intezrated world economy with its massive productive forces and nignly developed world 


S 


proletariate, tnat ne wo ) advocating reforms along side of basic change? Tne 
apie 1s now rine enoucr eked. 

“Way separate tic reform gaiszu.er wages from tue reform of a minimum wage lav?" 
Pieizaer wares i ta ical reform (assuming tne falsity tnat wages, like prices 
of otuer commodities c. “ixec legal enactmerts). Sections of tne capitalist 
class support mininum wase . >cause tney do not want tue qualit; of labor power 

tat taey buy to fall below tne point of no returns. Witn rare exceptions, tney 
oppose niguer wares (| y' »tice no laws institutionalising biga wa-es?) because 
signer, or risi wa-es are sically contradictory to big profits. Moral support 
to unions and tie eccnomic side of tae class struggle for maintenance of wages and 
present working condit: under capitalism is not a political roform. 


"iow we Tizat" is uaually determined by waat we fignt for, and that is usually de- 
temined by wuat we know. "If we teacn people to rely on politicians, we are indeed 
reformist." Not necessarily; so. Wuat kind of politicians?.. And wnat is meant by 
"rely"? ne workine public me day vill oave to sond Socialist representatives to 
parliament, congress, tae supreme sovict, wnat-oave-you. And taese representatives 
will nave to be "politicians". ‘Mais is waere consciousness of tac real interests of 
tae wage-working majority differentiates betweon wnat kind of politicians are sent 
jovn to tue wead office of any capitalist state, and wny taney are sent. If tue in- 
itiative comes from wnat tue politicians told taem, instead or wuat taey told toe 
politicians, tnaen we knovy tuat tue blame lies not wita tue politicians, but witn tne 
workers’ unknowing support for capitalism at tne polls. 


Witaout tne power of understandings tneir position in capitalism, the workers are not 
effectual in getting revolution or reforms. Tne big per centaze of tne world "take" 
of tne total commercial class, tnat is used for propacanda to keep tae workers pol- 
itically ciildisu, is not to be disnissed witn anotnuer drag of crass. 


‘People" do not, in terms of black and wnite, "go by stazes to Socialism as tneir 
struggles (for reforms) increase." Tney approach Socialism (revolution) es tneir 
wderstanding increases. Tacy do not, naturally, transit from obedient workers to 
class consciousness by a single vote. wWno said they did? Tuey reacn tais point 
tumugh tue environmental pressures of capitalism, and tie educational influences of 
soclelist parties. Our correspondent siows tnat such an idea is already in ois mind 
partially, waen ne says: "'people' are not reédy for Socialism Decause tney do not 
believe in it"..more accurately, do not understand capitalism. Tnat is wny, if "by 
nazis Socialism arrived, it would be taken over by an elite." Tnat is way tae only 
effective struggle arainst capitalism can be in tne realm of ideas first. Political 
action witnout awareness, is only action for capitalis™, as the near past so sadly 
proves. Our correspondent's letter, like tse tninking of leftists cenerally, centres 
concluded on page 9 


SOCIALIST PARTY of Canada 


OBJECT: 


The establishment of a system of society based upon the common 
Ownership and democratic contro] of the means and instruments for 
producing and distributing wealth by and in the interest of society 
as a whole. 


DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES 
The Companion Parties of Socialism hold: 
__.That society as at present constituted is based upon the ownership of the means 


i 


of living (i.e., land, factories, railways, etc.) by the capitalist or master class § 


and the consequent enslavement of the working class, by whose labor alone wealth 
fs produced. 


4), ——That in society, therefore, there is an antagonism of interests, manifesting Itself J 


as a class struggle between those who passess but do not produce, and those who 
produce but do not possess. 


3 —_ That this antagonism can be abolished only by the emancipation of the working 


class from the domination of the master class, by the conversion into the com- § 


mon property of society af the means of production and distribution, and their demo- 
cratic contro] by the whole people. 


4. ___.That as in the order of social evolution the working class is the last class to 
uthieve its freedom, the emancipation of the working class will involve the 
emancipation of all mankind, without distinction of race or Sex. 


5. __That this emancipation must be the work of the working class itself. 
6. __That as the machinery of government, including the armed forces of the nation, 


exists only to conserve the monopoly by the capitalist class of the wealth taken § 


from the workers, the working class must organize consciously and politically for the 
eonquest of the powers of government, in order that this machinery, including these 
forces, may be converted from an instrument of oppression into the agent of emancipa- 
tion and overthrow of plutocratic privilege. 


7. That as political parties are but the expression of class interests, and as the 
interest of the working class is diametrically opposed to the interest of all 
sections of the master class, the party seeking working class emancipation must be 
hostile to every other party. 
Q THE COMPANION PARTIES OF SOCIALISM, therefore, enter the fleld of political 
*  aetion determined to wage war against all other political parties, whether alleged 
labor or avowedly capitalist, and call upon all members of the working class of these 
countries to support these principles to the end that a termination may be brought 
to the system which deprives them of the fruits of thelr labor, and that poverty may 
rive place to comfo privilege to equality, and slavery to freedom. 


These 7 parties adhere to the same SOCIALIST PRINCIPLES: 


LEAGUE OF DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISTS — Wien XII, Wienerbergstr. 16, Austria. 


SOCIALIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA — P. O. Box 1440, Melbourne, Australia: 
Sydney, Australia, Box 2291, GPO. 
SOCIALIST PARTY OF CANADA — P. O. Box 237, Victoria, B. C. 


SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN — 52 Clapham High St., London SW. 4. 
SOCIALIST PARTY OF NEW ZEALAND — P. O. Box 62, Petone, New Zealand; 

P. O. Box 1929, Auckland, New Zealand. 
WORLD SOCIALIST PARTY OF IRELAND—53 High St., Rm. 5, Belfast 1, N. Ireland 
WORLD SOCIALIST PARTY OF U. S.—295 Huntington Ave., Boston, Mass. 02115. 


Those interested in the Object & Principles of the Companio" 


Parties of Socialism can obtain further information from 
the above addresses. or P.O, Bex 237. Victoria .B. 


